DE  MONTAIGNE

Protestant pastor of Geneva, Simon Goulard, in
the third volume of his compilation, Memoirs of
ike of France under Charles IX. (Mhnoires
de Festat Je Prance sous Charles neumesme).
When, at a later time, Richelieu wished to read
the celebrated treatise, it was from this volume
that the copy was supplied by his bookseller to the
Cardinal*

What, then, is this Discourse Concerning Vol-
untary Servitude, which Richelieu desired to
read, which was twice reprinted in a modernised
form In the days of the French Revolution, and
which Lamennais, contributing to the publication
an impassioned preface, afterwards edited ? When
did La Boetie write the Discourse, and with what
design ? Montaigne himself has added to the diffi-
culty of ascertaining the precise date of author-
ship. In the first edition of the Essays, that of
1580 (and the words were repeated in the text of
1588) his statement is a positive one: " La Boetie
wrote it, by way of an essay, in his earliest youth,
not having yet attained his eighteenth year." In
the copy of the edition of 1588, which Montaigne

* I am indebted for some of these details to M. Bonne-
fon, but my own shelves supply me with copies of the
Reveille-Matin and Goulard's compilation in the second
edition, 1577^-1578. This second edition appeared in two

forms, distinguishable by the type.    The first edition is
so rare that M. Bonnefon was unable to see a copy.
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